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I. Introduction

We are a cross-continental working 
group from Europe, Latin America 
and Anglophone Africa.

We came together with the intention 
of strengthening efforts towards 
promoting SDG evaluation.

For this presentation we draw on 
findings resulting from a consultancy
study commissioned by the group.



II. Objective 

• Assess the use of SDG 
evaluation evidence when
measuring progress made by
(selected) African and Latin
American countries vis-à-vis
achieving the 17 SDGs.

• Present the findings of our
research on key lessons learnt
from country processes of
developing Voluntary National 
Reviews (VNRs).



III. Context

•

•

•



What is our aim?

Provide data and analysis to inform further action to advocate for improved 
reporting requirements at the global level (VNR guidelines by UN DESA), 
particularly to reflect the role of evaluation in the achievement of the SDGs 

Inform and provide inputs to regional knowledge sharing among key 
stakeholders, including the ones involved in CLEAR platforms, based on 

common challenges, successes and potential best practices regarding VNR 
reporting and the use of evaluation therein

Contribute to the ongoing discussion on the role of evaluation in SDG 
reporting with a view to a more effective interaction between monitoring/data 

and evaluation/public policies and their governance structure as part of national, 
regional and global VNR processes and their respective governance



IV. Methodology

In a joint design along with two expert consultants, we have embarked 
upon a new path to understanding the role of evaluation in informing 
VNR processes in four Anglophone African and four Latin American 
countries, selected based on the SDG group’s understanding of the 
region. 

The consultants carried out an extensive desktop analysis and 
research that has been triangulated through a series of interviews of 
key stakeholders in the region who have provided with unique insights.

Along the process, the discussion and feedback with the SDG group has 
generated a series of preliminary findings on this matter.



Anglophone Africa

1. Botswana

2. Lesotho

3. Malawi

4. Uganda
Botswana



Latin America and the Caribbean

1. Mexico

2. Costa Rica

3. Colombia 

4. Ecuador



V. Emerging lessons - Anglophone Africa

• There is work to do in creating an enabling 
environment for the institutionalisation of 
evaluation (govt)

• Evaluation systems, policies, and standards 
only emerging

• Heavy focus on statistics and monitoring in 
VNR (legacy of donor/IFI influence; UN SDG 
Indicator framework perpetuates 
dominance of monitoring+statistics) 

• Governments generally guard against 
evidence that may expose them to criticism 
at multilateral forums (UNHLPF, UNGA). 

• Evaluation may therefore not be a politically 
expedient input in VNRs



V. Emerging lessons - Anglophone Africa

• Lack of evaluation databases among AA 
governments and development partners is another 
impediment to the use of evaluation in the VNR 
process

• AFRED (by CLEAR-AA and CREST) is a solution to 
this gap in evaluation databases, making 
evaluations readily available to VNR development 
processes

• Sources of evidence for VNRs in AA:

• Statistics by national statistical offices;

• Performance monitoring reports

• Public sector annual performance reports;

• Applied research studies (particularly on 
social factors such as poverty)

• CSOs conducting public policy assessments;



Emerging good practices in AA

Govt of Lesotho 
commissioned National 

University of Lesotho to write 
evidence-based papers on 
Lesotho’s SDG progress for 
Lesotho’s 2019 VNR report

HEIs host many research 
centres that produce 

evidence on many SDGs 
anyway, so it is valuable to 
include them in the VNR 

development process

This is good practice to be 
emulated elsewhere

Uganda has an SDG-focused 
roadmap to guide its pursuit 
of the SDGs. Very practical 
and institutionalised means 

of pursuing SDGs



V. Emerging lessons - Latin 
America

•

•

•

•



Emerging good 
practices in Latin 
America
•

•

•
•

•
•



VI. Conclusions

•

•



VII. Next steps
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•

•

•

•



Thank you

For more information on this
project, please contact:

Dirk Hoffmann

dirk.hoffmann@deval.org

Special thanks to consultants Nils 
Schulz & Claudia Aguilar for their
extraordinary work and findings.
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